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9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Grades 

Your child should spend up to 90 minutes over the course of each day on this packet. 

Consider other family-friendly activities during the day such as: 

  

Wash a car by hand with 

someone in your family.  

Make a dish using a 

recipe that has at least 

four ingredients.  

Have a discussion 

regarding social 

distancing with your 

family. What has been the 

hardest part? What has 

been the easiest?  

Go on a photo scavenger 

hunt. Try to find something 

that goes with each letter 

of the alphabet. 

Read a book from the free 

section of iBooks 

or gutenberg.org 

Explore the power 

Hubble  at   

hubblesite.org/resource-gallery 

Mindful Minute: Write a 

letter to your future self 

about what is going on 

right now. How are 

you feeling? 

Play a board game 

with you family.  

*All activities are optional. Parents/Guardians please practice responsibility, safety, and supervision.  

 

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) who need additional support, 

Parents/Guardians can refer to the Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage, 

contact their child’s IEP manager, and/or speak to the special education provider when you are 

contacted by them.  Contact the IEP manager by emailing them directly or by contacting the school. 

The Specialized Instruction and Supports webpage can be accessed by clicking HERE or 

by navigating in a web browser to https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540 

 

WICHITA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

CONTINUOUS LEARNING HOTLINE AVAILABLE 

316-973-4443 

MARCH 30 – MAY 21, 2020 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM ONLY 

 

For Multilingual Education Services (MES) support, 

please call (316) 866-8000 (Spanish and Proprio) or (316) 866-8003 (Vietnamese). 

The Wichita Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

disability, age, veteran status or other legally protected classifications in its programs and activities. 

https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://hubblesite.org/resource-gallery
https://hubblesite.org/resource-gallery
https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540
https://www.usd259.org/Page/17540


Grade 11 English Language Arts:  April 27-May 1, 2020 

Hello Parents and 11th Graders, 

Here is a review of content previously taught this school year. This learning 

opportunity will strengthen your language arts skills. There are several 

opportunities for students to read, write and think about text within the following 

work provided.  

Week 5: April 27-May 1 Pages 816-826 
 

Day 1: 816-817 Day 2: 818-819 Day 3: 820 Day 4: 821-823 Day 5: 824-826 

Word Definition 

Unfamiliar (pg 820) adjective 

 

not known or recognized. 

 

Anecdote (pg 821) noun 

 

a short amusing or interesting story about a real 

incident or person 

 

Acclaim (pg 821) verb 

 

praise enthusiastically and publicly 

 

Evolution ( pg 823) noun the gradual development of something, especially 

from a simple to a more complex form. 

Novella (pg 823) noun 

 

a short novel or long short story. 

 

 

● For read aloud accommodations and specialized instructional support please 

contact your child’s teacher. 
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STRATEGY ACTION PLAN

Prepare

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

What do stories reveal about 
the human condition?

From Text to Topic change

Small-Group Learning Strategies

OVERVIEW: SMALL-GROUP LEARNING

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA816 
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CONTENTS

LITERARY HISTORY

A Brief History of the Short Story
D. F. McCourt

The short story, as a genre, is passing  
away—or is it?

SHORT STORY

An Occurrence at  
Owl Creek Bridge
Ambrose Bierce

What thoughts go through the mind  
of a man who is about to be executed?

SHORT STORY

The Jilting of Granny Weatherall
Katherine Anne Porter

A dying woman wrestles with memories  
of the past and realities of the present.

PERFORMANCE TASK
SPEAKING AND LISTENING FOCUS

Present a Narrative
The Small-Group readings focus on “last moments”—of characters’ lives and 
possibly even for short stories as a genre. After reading, your group will write and 
present a narrative. 

C
O

M
PA

R
E

Overview: Small-Group Learning 817
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OVERVIEW: SMALL-GROUP LEARNING

Working as a Team
1. Take a Position In your group, discuss the following question:

What life experiences or situations are universal—true for 
all people in all times and places? 

As you take turns sharing your positions, be sure to provide reasons 
for your response. After all group members have shared, discuss how 
people deal with these experiences or situations differently and what their 
responses reveal about their personalities.

2. List Your Rules As a group, decide on the rules that you will follow 
as you work together. Two samples are provided. Add two more of your 
own. As you work together, you may add or revise rules based on your 
experience together.

3. Apply the Rules Practice working as a group. Share what you have 
learned about the ways in which stories reveal truths about the human 
condition. Make sure each person in the group contributes. Take notes on 
and be prepared to share with the class one insight that you heard from 
another member of your group.

4. Name Your Group Choose a name that reflects the unit topic.

Our group’s name: 

5. Create a Communication Plan Decide how you want to communicate 
with one another. For example, you might use online collaboration tools, 
email, or instant messaging.

Our group’s decision: 

818 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What do stories reveal about the human condition? 

Making a Schedule
First, find out the due dates for the small-group activities. Then, preview the 
texts and activities with your group, and make a schedule for completing 
the tasks.

A Brief History of the Short Story

An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge

The Jilting of Granny Weatherall

SELECTION ACTIVITIES DUE DATE

Working on Group Projects
As your group works together, you’ll find it more effective if each person has 
a specific role. Different projects require different roles. Before beginning a 
project, discuss the necessary roles, and choose one for each group member. 
Some possible roles are listed here. Add your ideas to the list.

Project Manager: monitors the schedule and keeps everyone on task

Researcher: organizes research activities

Recorder: takes notes during group meetings

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA Overview: Small-Group Learning 819
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MAKING MEANING

NOTICE the general ideas of 
the text. What is it about? 
Who is involved? 

CONNECT ideas within 
the selection to what you 
already know and what you 
have already read.

ANNOTATE by marking 
vocabulary and key passages 
you want to revisit.

RESPOND by completing 
the Comprehension Check and 
by writing a brief summary of 
the selection.

About the Author

As a child, D. F. (“Duff”) 
McCourt, a freelance writer 
and the co-founder and 
editor of AE—The Canadian 
Science Fiction Review, 
developed a great love 
for books and magazines. 
That passion continued 
into his adult life. A writer 
of published short stories 
and novellas himself, he 
is interested in the history 
of both forms. He believes 
firmly that the strength of 
magazines as a medium is 
essential to the continued 
vitality of science fiction and 
other genres.

A Brief History of the Short Story
Concept Vocabulary
As you perform your first read of “A Brief History of the Short Story,” 

supplanted   ascendant   renaissance

Context Clues If these words are unfamiliar to you, try using context 
clues—words and phrases that appear in nearby text—to help you 
determine their meanings. There are various types of context clues that you 
may encounter as you read.

Restatement, or Synonyms: That diminutive child is so tiny that she 
can’t reach the first step.

Definition: Studies show that the vocabulary children learn when they 
are very young is formative, or fundamental to their development.

Contrast of Ideas: That social movement could have soldiered on. 
Instead, it died out.

Apply your knowledge of context clues and other vocabulary strategies to 
determine the meanings of unfamiliar words you encounter during your 

First Read NONFICTION
Apply these strategies as you conduct your first read. You will have an 
opportunity to complete a close read after your first read.

� STANDARDS
Reading Informational Text

needed at the high end of the range. 

Language

820 
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NOTES

SCAN FOR 
MULTIMEDIA

BACKGROUND
Electronic books, or e-books, are digital files that can display on various 
devices, such as computers and cellphones, in a way similar to printed 
books. Though e-books first emerged in the late 1990s, they failed to gain 
popularity until the mid-2000s, when dedicated electronic reading devices 
improved the quality of the reading experience. This new medium has 
allowed more writers to publish a wider variety of work, including short 
stories. It has also lowered the costs that writers and publishers previously 
faced when bringing new work to appreciative audiences.

T here’s something you should know. The short story was very 
nearly drowned in the tub as an infant. As literary forms go, 

the short story is very young. Certainly its roots go back centuries—
we can see it gestating in The Canterbury Tales,1 in fairy tales, and 
in poems of a middling length. Arguably, even the conversational 
traditions of the anecdote, the joke, and the parable can be seen as 
precursors of the form. But the short story as we know it sprang 
into full-fledged existence as recently as the 1820s. It appeared, 
unheralded, to fill a sudden need created by the invention of the  
“gift book.”

Gift books were annual collections of poems, artwork, and literary 
criticism, aimed primarily at an audience of upper-class women in 
England and North America. Seeking additional ways to fill the pages 
of these popular publications, editors began soliciting submissions of 
short pieces of prose to accompany artwork already purchased (rather 
the opposite of the way it is usually done these days). In so doing, they 
created the first paying market for short fiction. All modern literary 
magazines can trace their pedigree back to these gift books. In 1837, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne collected a number of stories that he had written 
for the gift book market and published them to great critical acclaim as 
Twice Told Tales. And with that, short stories had arrived.

1. The Canterbury Tales collection of stories written by Geoffrey Chaucer in the  
fourteenth century.

1

2

LITERARY HISTORY

D. F. McCourt

A Brief History
of the

Short Story

A Brief History of the Short Story 821
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NOTES
Two hundred years may seem quite a long time, but consider that 

the novel dates back to at least 1605 (the year Miguel de Cervantes’s 
Don Quixote was published) and you get a better idea of the short 
story’s relative youth. Over its entire lifetime, the fate of the form has 
been inextricably tied to that of magazines. In the early twentieth 
century, literacy in the United States and Canada became near 
universal for the first time and, as a direct result, magazine sales 
boomed. On the erudite2 front, there were publications like The 
English Review and The Southwest Review, but there were also the 
decidedly lower brow Argosy and Adventure. This was the era of the 
pulp magazine and it brought with it the birth of genre literature.

Horror stories, detective stories, and most especially science fiction 
evolved in short stories, cut their teeth in the magazines. It is no 
surprise that the beginning of the Golden Age of Science Fiction is 
identified most strongly not with a novel but with the publication 
of a magazine (the July 1939 issue of Astounding Science Fiction, to be 
precise). Most of the formative novels of early- and mid-twentieth-
century science fiction were more like grown-up short stories in 
form than like other contemporary novels. In fact, some of the most 
famous science fiction novels—including Isaac Asimov’s Foundation, 
A. E. Van Vogt’s The Silkie, Robert A. Heinlein’s Orphans of the Sky, 
and Ray Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles—were fix-ups (a term 
for a novel created by stitching a series of previously published 
short stories together). It wasn’t until quite recently, around the 1984 
publication of William Gibson’s Neuromancer and the 1985 publication 
of Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, that the two parallel 
traditions of the science fiction novel and the modern literary novel 
began to collide.

And yet, despite the fact that in its brief history the short story 
had brought into existence entire genres and traditions of literature, 
it came perilously close to death. In the 1950s, owning a television 
suddenly became within reach of the average North American family. 
The half-an-hour-less-commercials format of shows like I Love Lucy, 
Dragnet, and The Honeymooners targeted the same entertainment niche 
as the magazine. Over the decades that followed, the circulation 
numbers of almost all magazines that ran short fiction saw a steady 
decline. The novel soldiered on, but the state of the short story 
became so dire that in 2007 Stephen King3 opened his piece “What 
Ails the Short Story” for the New York Times Book Review thus:

  The American short story is alive and well. Do you like the sound of 
that? Me too. I only wish it were actually true.

So much can happen in four years. 2007 was the year that e-book 
readers burst onto the scene and, while the rise of the online 
magazine was already underway, it has stepped up considerably in 
the years since. More importantly, in 2007 television was still clinging 
to its cultural sovereignty, but it has since been firmly supplanted 

2. erudite (EHR oo dyt) adj. characterized by great knowledge; learned or scholarly.
3. Stephen King (b. 1947) American author of horror novels and short stories.

3

4

5

6

Mark context clues or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

supplanted (suh PLANT ihd) v.

MEANING:

822 
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NOTES
by the Internet. At the turn of the millennium, there was much ink 
spilled over the decline in the amount of reading people were doing, 
but the truth is that many of us are reading more than ever, we just 
aren’t doing it on paper. When reading on a screen rather than the 
page, there are new considerations. A narrative of a few thousand 
words can be easily read, enjoyed, and digested while sitting before 
a monitor; a novella, far less so. This is an environment practically 
designed for the literary form Edgar Allan Poe defined as a tale that 
“can be read in one sitting.” Further, e-book readers are allowing 
publishers to easily make shorter works available at a reasonable 
price, without having to worry that a book’s spine be thick enough to 
hold its own on a bookstore shelf.

Video, of course, is quite at home online, but the real meat of the 
Internet has always been text. Preferably text that limits itself to a 
screen or two in length. As long as the Internet holds its throne as 
the defining medium of our time, the short story will be ascendant. 
It is true however that the form is undoubtedly being influenced and 
changed by the demands of its new homes. Personally, I’m thrilled to 
be taking part in that continued evolution, thrilled just to be present 
for the renaissance of the form that shaped science fiction, thrilled to 
be able to say unequivocally: “The short story is alive and well.” 

7
Mark context clues or indicate 
another strategy you used that 
helped you determine meaning.

ascendant (uh SEHN duhnt) 
adj.

MEANING:

renaissance (REHN uh sons) n.

MEANING:

Comprehension Check
Complete the following items after you finish your first read. Review and clarify 
details with your group.

1. According to the author, what significant event happened in 1837?

2. According to the author, what three genres owe their origins to the short story?

3. Why did the short story nearly die in the 1950s? What developments made it strong again?

4.  Notebook Confirm your understanding of the text by writing a summary.

RESEARCH
Research to Explore Conduct research on an aspect of the text you find interesting. For 
example, you may want to learn more about one of the short-story magazines the author 
mentions: The English Review, The Southwest Review, Argosy, Adventure, or Astounding 
Science Fiction. Share your discoveries with your group.

A Brief History of the Short Story 823
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MAKING MEANING

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
SHORT STORY

� WORD NETWORK

Add words related to the 
human condition from the 
text to your Word Network. 

GROUP DISCUSSION

Almost everyone has 
personal preferences 

Encourage group members 
to relate the author’s 
information and insights 
to their own reading 
experiences.

CITE TEXTUAL EVIDENCE 
to support your answers.

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Close Read the Text
With your group, revisit sections of the text you marked 
during your first read. Annotate details that you notice. 
What questions do you have? What can you conclude?

Analyze the Text
Complete the activities.

1. Review and Clarify With your group, reread paragraphs 1–2. How did 
the gift book give rise to the short story and to literary magazines?

2. Present and Discuss Now, work with your group to share the passages 
from the selection that you found especially important. Take turns 
presenting your passages. Discuss what you noticed in the selection, 

3. Essential Question: What do stories reveal about the human 
condition? How does this literary history shed light on the short story’s 
ability to address the human condition? Discuss with your group. 

Concept Vocabulary

supplanted    ascendant    renaissance

Why These Words? The three concept vocabulary words from the text are 
related. With your group, determine what the words have in common. Write 
your ideas and add another word that fits the category. 

Practice
 Notebook Confirm your understanding of these words from the text by 

using them in sentences. Be sure to use context clues that hint at each word’s 
meaning.

Word Study
Latin Root: -scend- Many words in English use the Latin root -scend-, 
which means “climb.” For example, ascendant is an adjective that combines 
the root -scend- with the prefix ad-, meaning “to” or “toward.” Ascendant, 
then, means “climbing toward” or “rising.” Find several other words that 
have this same root. Use a reliable print or digital dictionary to verify your 
choices. Record the words and their meanings.

� STANDARDS
Reading Informational Text

Analyze a complex set of ideas or 
sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events 
interact and develop over the course 
of the text.

Analyze and evaluate the 
effectiveness of the structure an 
author uses in his or her exposition 
or argument, including whether 
the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging.

Language
Identify and correctly use patterns of 
word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech. 

824 
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GROUP DISCUSSION

As members of your group 
discuss their charts, you may 
find it helpful to plot out key 
events on a timeline.

Analyze Craft and Structure
Sequence of Events Authors often use chronological order, or the 
order in which things happened, to structure nonfiction pieces that describe 
historical events or explain a change over time. When you read a text that 
describes a sequence of events, look at how specific people, ideas, or events 
are connected. Consider the details the author chooses to include about each 
time period and why those details might be significant or important.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What do stories reveal about the human condition?

Practice
Use the chart below to analyze how McCourt structures events in “A Brief 
History of the Short Story.” Then, share your chart with your group, and 
discuss how McCourt uses this organization to emphasize his main ideas 
about the short story.

PARAGRAPH TIME FRAME EVENT SIGNIFICANCE

1

1820s

2

3

4

5–6

7–8

A Brief History of the Short Story 825
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LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

Read It 
1. Label each of these sentences from the text as active or passive.

a.  The short story was very nearly drowned in the tub as an infant.

b.  All modern literary magazines can trace their pedigree back to these 

c.  But the short story . . . sprang into full-fledged existence as recently as 
the 1820s.

d.  A narrative of a few thousand words can be easily read, enjoyed, and 
digested while sitting before a monitor. . . .

Connect to Style  With your group, discuss why the author’s use of  
the active voice is effective, as well as why he uses the passive voice when  
he does.

Write It 
 Notebook Write a paragraph to express your thoughts about a short 

story you found particularly exciting or moving. Experiment with using both 

Conventions and Style
Active and Passive Voice In grammar, voice reveals the relationship 
between the subject of a sentence and the action described in that sentence. 
Voice may be either active or passive. 

In active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action.

 Isabel reads science fiction novels.

 A high-speed elevator carried passengers to the Observation Deck.

In passive voice, the subject of the sentence receives the action. Passive 
voice often uses or implies a form of the verb “be,” such as am, is, are, 
was, or were.

 Science fiction novels are read by Isabel.

 The passengers were carried to the Observation Deck by a high-speed 
elevator.

Active voice helps the writer create strong, clear writing. Active voice also 
keeps writing concise because it uses fewer words than passive voice does 
to describe an action. However, the passive voice may be useful in scientific 
writing or other explanations because it removes names or pronouns and 
instead focuses on describing facts or concepts. Passive voice can also be useful 
when the writer does not know—or does not want to name—the person or 
thing performing the action, or when that person or thing is unimportant.

 The lost toddler was found in the mall’s food court.

 The rumors that are being spread have no basis in fact.

CLARIFICATION

Some grammar handbooks 
or style guides may advise 
against using passive voice. 
However, it is a stylistic 
choice that may give clarity 
or provide emphasis. For 
example, “The reactor was 
shut down” emphasizes the 
event, whereas “The head 
engineer shut the reactor 
down” gives more emphasis 
to the person performing the 
action.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
SHORT STORY

� STANDARDS
Writing
Conduct short as well as more 
sustained research projects to 
answer a question or solve a 
problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation.

Language
Apply the understanding that usage 
is a matter of convention, can 
change over time, and is sometimes 
contested.

826 


